SIR, 
Suppole you are very buſie about the Choice 
of Parl:ament-Men, and all hands are at 
work to Ele& ſuch Members as may com- 
- ply with the 'grear Deſign to Repeal the 


Penal Laws, and the Teſt. The pretence I con-. : 


feſs is very plauſible; for all Men are fond of Li- 
berty of Conſcience, vvho diſſent from the Eſtab- 
liched Religion ; but you and I have liv'd lon 
enough in the World to obſerve that the mol 


pernicious Deſigns have been carried on, under' 
rhe moſt auſib, 


e Pretences; and that is Reaſon 
enough to enquire vyhether there be no danger 
of it novy. I ſhall not ſay one vvord againſt 


Liberty of Conſcience, nor for Penal Laws and Teſts : . 


Imagine the beſt things you poſſibly can of the 
one, and declame as much as you pleaſe againſt 
the other. 
are concerned in the profes Diſpe ; but only 
made uſe of to wheadle unthinking people, and 
to catch them with a very inviting Baz : and 
therefore before You engage too warmly in this 
Cauſe, I would offer ſome few things to your 

The great Pretence is Liberty of Conſcience ; 
and if this were the erue ſtate of the Caſe, the 
Diſpute would be more doubtful and perplexed : 
for that js an Argument a Man may talk of with- 
out end, and it 1s not to be expected that Men 
who feel the wane of Liberty, or taſte the /weet- 
neſs of it, . Should be perſuaded by any Argu- 
ments to forgo it when it may be had. But now, 
if Liberty of Conſcience may be had without 
the Repeal of the Teſt and Penal Laws ; if it 
be apparent to Men who will open their eyes, 
that the zrue ſpring of all this zeal for Repealing 
the Teſt and Penal Laws is not Liberty of Con- 
ſcience ; if there be great danger that by conſent- 
ing to this Repeal, vve ſhall forfeze both the Li- 
berty of our Conſciences and our C:vil Liberties 
into the Bargain ; then I preſume You will rea- 
dily grant that Lzberty of Conſcience as good a 
thing as it is, is #o Reaſon for ſuch a Repeal. 

I. As for the firſt, it is a very plain caſe ; For 
you enjoy Liberty of Conſcience Now, and yet 
the Penal Laws and Teſt are not Repealed. What 

reater Liberty do you defire than you now have ? 
har can- the {hs of the Penal Laws and 
Teſt do for you which the Kings Declaration hath 
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. Penal Laws and the 7eft ; shevving that the 
ſcience is not concerned in that Queſtion. * -- ( (4 


For 1 do not ſee that either of them + 


' not done? You have his repeated Promiſes, his. 


avow'd Principle that Conſcience #5 not to be fore'td; 


and that no man ought to ſuffer meerly for his - 
Religion; though the Penal Laws are not repeal-* 
ed, yet they are ſoſbended ; they are not executed | 


tn } Papi/ts. or Difſenters, amd you 
the ſecurity of the = Declaration for it. 
If you ſay, that the King can quickly reca{ his 


Declaration, and reinforce the Penal Laws, if he . 
find you obſtmare againſt Repealing them; I An- * 


{wer firſt, It is very dishonorable to imagine ſuch 
a thing of the King, after ſuch a Declaration as 
thi, vwvhich he hath repeated the ſecond time 
with all poflible aſſurances of his Reſolutions to 
ſtand tot: and that not as a meer Ad of grace 
and favour, but as his own avowed Principe, 
that Coſcrence ought not to be forced. If you Re” 
ply that the King may very Honourably recal this 
Liberty of Conſcience, vvhen you will not have it, 
but reſolve to- keep theſe perſecuting Laws ; I 
anſwer, Not, if it be againſt the Princip'es of 
his own C:x/cience to Perſecute, Meer ook 

be withdrawn vvhen they are ſlighted ; bu: 
no mani will violate his own Conſcience, to be re- 
venged of ſuch ingratitude. And yet this is not 


the caſe: You do not flight the grace and favor , 


of his Declaration, but gladly accept the Liberty 
he gives; and all the World ſees that You »ſe it 
too: but inſtead of Repealing theſe Penal Laws, 
You chule to rely upon his Royal Word and Di- 


ſpenſmg Power ; vvhich argues fo great a Corfi- 
dence 1n him, and attributes ſuch Authority to = 


him, that it cannot poſfibly diſpleaſe him. "This 
1s a plain. fign, that you think your ſelves ſecure 
in his Reign; and can you think the King will 
perſecute you in his own Rog becauſe you are 
contented to truſt his- Succeſſors too? which 
would be a very odd kind of paſſion for Liberty of 
Conſcience ? 

To. imagine the King should reinforce the 
Penal Laws upon your refuſal to Repeal them, is 
to ſuſpect that this great Zeal is not for Liberty of 
Conſcience, but for the Repeal of the Penal Laws 
and Teſt ; that is, that Liberty of Conſcience is 
granted for the ſake of Repealing the Penal Laws 


and Teſts, not the Repeal of the Penal Laws and 
Teſts, defired for the ſake of Liberty of Conſcience; 


and then who knows what will become of Lt- 
berty of Conſcience, when the Penal Laws and 
Aj Teſt 


- 
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Teſt are Repealed? If you ſuſpeCt any ſuch thi 
which never oughtto be ſuſpected of ſo juf#an 


' indulgent a Prince, it is better to make the Expe- 


riment befire, than after ſuch a Repeal. 

Suppoſe the King ſhould withdraw his De- 
claration upon Your refuſal to comply. Who 
would put the Laws in Execution againſt you ? 
They muſt either be Dsfſenters or Papiſts or 
the Church of England: 1 prelume you donot 
fear that you ſhould execute the Laws againſt 
Tour ſelves; and as for Papiſts it vvere vvorth 
trying vyhetker they vvho are fo oknoxtous to 
the Laws themſelves, would put them in Fxe- 
cution avainlt D:ſſenters, eſpecially after all their 
Clamo:'s againſt them: and as for the Church of 
England, vvhen they have been ſo reproached by 
Paji/t: for Executing theſe Laws already, though 
marc :t the inſtance of the Court than from their 
own inclination, they vvill no longer be made 


the inſtruments of ſuch executions, only to ſerve 


the turn of them that vvill reproach them : So 
that if the Leclaration vvere recalled, You have 
a moral certainty that the Penal Lavvs cannot be 


* Execured in this Kings reign, becaule there isno 


body to execute them. 

As for the Teſt, You cannot pretend that Li- 
berty of Conſcience is concern'd in the Repeal 
of thit, You may go to Conventicles, and the 
Papiſts may go to Maſi vvithout any diſturbance 
though the Teſt be never repealed : and : there- 
fore the only deſign of repealing that muſt be to 
give a legal Qualification to Papiſts to poſlels all 
places of Honour, Profit and-Truſt in the Nation ; 
that is, to put your Lives and Liberties into their 
hands ; wok I confels is a great Complement 
to a Roman Catholick Prince ; bur a Comple- 
ment may ſometimes be overflrained. And yet 
it 15 ſuch a Complement as they need nor. For 
vve ſee they are qualified by the Diſpenſing Power, 
without the Reperl of the Teſt; vyhich hath 
made me often wonder vvhy they are fo zealous 
to have it repealed. Do they ſtill queſtzon the 
Kings Diſpenſing Power > And delire fome better 
feeurity ? Let them ſay ſo then, and give up that 
point, and then vve'll talk with them about re- 


_ pealing the Teſt : but there is no need of repeal- 


ing this Law, fince the King it ſeems hath power 


to diſpenſe vvith it in his reign ; and they are 


vety ſanguine men, if they hope to have any oc 
cafion for it in another ! And if after all. their 
boaſts of a Difpenſnig Power, the Law ſtill. keeps 
them in avv, can it be the intereſt of Proteſtants 
to take off theſe reſtraints > Are they not inſolent 
enough already, vvhile theſe threatning Lavvs 
hang over their heads? Or do vve hope that 


his Maj 


their modeſty and good Nature vvill increaſe vvith 
theit Povver 2 For my part I defire that all Mey 
whom | fear may lie under a legal incapacity : for 
though their Force and Power may be the ſame, 
yet there is fome difference, in point of Authority 
and Self-defence. 
II. There are many things which would make 
a wiſe man ſuſpe& that there is ſome farther De- 
{ign than Liberty of Conſcience in all this. zeal for 
repealing the Penal Laws and Teft. For it would 
be very turpriſing to find a Roman Catho'ick Prince 
whoſe Conſcience is directed by a Feſut; to be 
really zealous fcr Liberty of Conſcience; to ſee ſo 
many —_ pens imploy'd in pleading for Li- 
berty of Conſcience, and declaiming againſt San- 
guinaty. Laws, vvhen all the world knows vvhat 
Opinion the Church of Rome has about Liberty of 
Conſcience, what great friends the Feſuits are to 
it; how they abhor perſecuting men for their 
Religion : vvitneſs the mild and gentle uſage of 
the French Proteſtants by a King whoſe Conſci- 
ence is directed by a tender hearted Feſuirt, And 
if a Princes zeal for bs Religion be much greater 
than for Liberty of Conſcience; it would make'one 
ſaſpect that his chief deſign is to ſerve hs Religion 
by it ; and this is no nevy invention, but as old 
zs the days of the Apoſtate fotian, when the 
ſame method was taken'to reinforce Paganiſm by 
Liberty of Conſcience. , This was the laſt effort 
of dying Paganiſm; may it be ſo of Popery too. 
We khtow there was no talk of Liberty of Con- 
ſcience, till the Nobility and Gentry of the Church 
of England refuſed to take off the Teft : and then. 
there vvas no other vvay left, but to buy off the 
Penal Laws and Teft with Liberty of Conſcrence, 
which demonſtrates that Liberty of Conſcience 
15 not the /aſt End, but only a Means in order to 
ſome further End ; and the Means is ſeldom va-- 
lued when the Exd is obtained. Men whocan. 
offer ſo much violence to their. own Nature and. 
the Principles os their Religion, as to grant Li-- 
berty of Conſcience which of all things they bare, 
to procure a Repeal of the Teſt and Penal Laws ;. 
when that is done, can eaſily find ſome occaſion - 
to pretend-a forfeiture of this Liberty, and to ſalve 
their -Conſcience and Honour together. Pe= 
nal-Lamws to keep men from damning themſelyes 
will- be: thought more merciful than Liberty. of © 
Conſcience ; and the ſoftneſs and tendtrnefi of Na- 
ture, muſt give place to a Biporry in Religion; 
and then vve $hall » vain with for our eld Penal 
L as and Teft again, when we feel the more ter- 
rible ſmart of ex ones. xi $M 
Though it be told us, that it hath always been 
jelties Perſuaſion that Conſcience ought not | 
IJ II% (Tim w ld Lo lab 6: "Mo 


te be forced; 1 think that is no Jecurity.;- becauſe 
ehough this hzs alvvays been his Principle, yet it 
hath not always operatic. V'Ve know whole 
hand was moſt concern'd both in making and ex- 
eciting Penal Laws in the laſt Reign ; and ifoux 
Diſſentets /#ffer'd ſo much then, as rhey naw.com- 
plain of, they know what they may fuer again, 
notwithſtanding theſe Princ:ples-tor Liberty of 

(cience ; for the /ame_Frinciples. obtaig'd 
_ then, as do now. Upon the laſt __ rawing in. 
to Scotland, notwithitanding thoſe Principles the 
poor Scotch felt the ſeperity. of thoſe Penal Laws 
vvith a witneſs ; and methinks it is not. /afe 2ru- 
ſting to ſuch Principles as ſo often aft by way of 
Antiperiſtaſis, and produce Effets quite contrary 
to their own Natures : and however the Church 
of Rome may mdulge ſuch Principles now they 
are convenient to ſerve a preſent turn, if the Scene 
ever alter, this private Conſcience vvill be thought 
as great Hereſie as a private Judgment ; and 
whoſoever now may ovvn it mult then be guided 
by the publick, Conſcience of the Church, as well 
as by their Faith. 

"There are ſo many ſurprifing Circumſtances in 
this whole matrer, as cannot but amaze a think- 
ing Man : that fo fierce a Zeal should be now 
kihdled for a Liberty of Confcience,that a Liberty 
of Jiidgment will not ke allowed, but vvho ever 
will not concurr in this Opinion muſt undergo 
the high. diſpleaſure; vyhereas there can be no 
Liberty of Conſcience without Liberty of Judg- 
ment: And to be mottally angry with every man 
who is not of my Opinion, is no good. Preface to 

ranting every man a Liberty to think and a, as 
eales. . 

if a Potentate should be fo Zealous for Liberty 
of Conſcience, as to change all his old Antipa- 
thies and Friendships, to receive his profeſi d E- 
nemies and Rebels into his boſom, and caſt off his 
zried- and experienced Friends ; that he should 
forget all injuries and ' alt kindneſſes together, 
this would be ſuch an effect of a great paſſion for 
Liberty of *Conſcience as was never known be- 
fore : and vvhen Cauſes do not work naturally, 
vve ſuſpect ſome preternatural ingredients mixed 
with them. 


That a Zeal apainſt the Teft and Penal Laws, | 


chould be made a Teſt to the whole Nation ; and 
that not vvithour ſevere Penalties too, viz, The 
forfeiture of our Princes favour, of all Places of 
Truſt and Honour, and incapacity to ſerve in 
Parliaments if _—_ prevent it, or to be Mem- 
bers of any little Corporation. 

That for the ſake of Liberty of Conſcience, the 


whole Clergy mult be forced-to Publish the De--- 
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claration, though: they declare it to be ag; 
their Can/cience3} ; That the Archbishop oy 
of his Sutfragans-muſt be ſent to the Toyver,. for 
Petitioning tor their owa Liberty of Conſcience 
and whither they muſt have gone next Go& 
knows, unleſs they had been reſcu'd by an-haneft 
Illxzy : Fhat all thoſe vvho did not Read the 
Declazation are ſtill threatned with Sufpenſions, 
and Deprivations : Archdeacons and Chancellors 
commanded. to turn Informers, though almoſt 
all of them muſt inform againſt them/elves for not 
reading, or not ſending the Declaration : and all- 
this while the Laws are on therr fide, It is like 
to be a very- rerrible Liberty of Conſcience, when 
it 15 grown up into the Maturity and ſtrength of 
a Law, which like another Hercules can ſtrangle 
all Laws and Liberties in its Cradle, Theſe-. 
things make me apt to ſuſpett that the beſt way 
to preſerve Liberty of Conſcience is to keep the Teſt 
and Penal L aws. 

TI. For Thirdly, If there be any reaſon to 
__ any other defign than Liberty of Conſcience, 
as ſuppoſe to promote Pope: y, and by degrees to-- 
make 1t the Eſtabliſhed Religion of the Nation, 
(which certainly 1s the Defign, unleſs you can 
Imagine, that Prieſts and Jeſu, . and-One who : 
hath given up his Underſianding and Conſfci--- 
ence to them, can ever be without this Dehgn,) 
You will eafily be convinced that there is infinite 
h1zzard in repealing the Teſt and the'\Penal Laws. - 

Thu.lets Papiſts upon an. equal level with Pro- 
teſtants; and then the Favour. of the Prince will 
ſet. them above them : and"when the whole power - 
of the Nation, and the whole adminiſtration of - 
Fuftice is in Popish hands, there vvill zeed-no Pew — 
nal Laws to perſecute Proteſtants. If you ſay ' 
this is done in- a great many inſtances now before- 
ſuch a Repeal; 1 anſwer, then You may certain- 
ly gueſs what will be. done when thoſe-incapach»-- 
tating Laws are repealed: And yet the Difference + 
is very great '; For while they are under ſuch-a -- 
legal Tncapacity, the:diftruſt of their power- will - 
make them-more modeſt, which is the-only thing 
that can plead their excuſe hereafter; but when + 
they have legal authority, they will ſhew their - 


thing-to loſe will a& cautiouſly in proſpeof an 
After-reckoning,. or while thele legal. incapacities © 
continue will be afraidto att.; but when the Le- - 


gal Authority and Power is in ther hands. -Pro- 
teftant | SubjeQs will quickly find what a Popish - 
Liberty of. Conſcience means: : 
While theſe Laws continue, ſome profeſſed - 
Proteſtants vvhoſe Conſciences are governed by - 
their Intereſt are afraid to declare ; and by theſe + 
MEans- -- 
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_— 


theans Popery 


wants hants and numbers to do its 
work : Bat when theſe Laws are removed, hopes 


of preferment will prevail on ſome, and fear on 
clan ; and vyhen this frozen Adder begins to 


grovv vyarm, and recover its blood and ſpirits, it 
will find its ſting too. | 

This would certainly overthrovy the Conſtitu- 
tion of the Church of England, vvhich is the-moſt 
effeCtual vvay to let in Popery : For when all In- 
capacities are removed, Papiſts are as vvell quali- 
fied for Church-Preferments as Proteſtants, and it 
vvill be an eafie matter to find pretences, to re- 
move the beſt Men to make vvay for them. 

We have four Catholick Bishops (as they vain- 


Iy call themſelves) already prepared ta hill vacant. 


Sees; and if ſuch Men have the impudence to 
publish their Paſtoral Letter, and make their pub- 
lick V:fitations while all the Lavvs againft them 
are in force, judge vvhat they will do vvhen they 
are repealed. Thus our Pariſhes may be filled 
vvith Roman Prieſts, and they indeed are the fit- 
reſt to ſerve under Roman Bishops. And if one 
Colledge be already ſeized into Popish hands, znd 


' the Proteſtant poſſeſſors turned out of their Free- 
| hold; vwvhen thoſe Lavvs are Repealed, we may 


uickly ſee more follow them; and judge whe- 


' ther this be not. a fair and eafie ſtep to Popery. 
Nay, I have heard ſome good Lavvyers ſay, forming of Corporations, 


t to Your NewEſtabl;chmene 


That vvhen4he Penal. Laws are 
is the Eftablezhed Religion of the 


ation : 


"2 n wig. 
vvhen a repealing Law is repealed, the repealed. and Liberty of Co 
Law revives: I am not ſo good a Lawyer as to- 
judge of this, but I think it is vvorth your Con-/ 


fidering. 


But who knows, vvhen all the Eccleſiaſtical: 


Laws are Repealed, vvhat the Kings Supremacy 


and his Ecclefiaſtical Commiſſion may do ? Thee 

have been great and big vvords ſaid of it of late; 
and: I believe You had better keep your Penal : 
Lavbs, than fall under the lash of a Popish Supres 


4) os. 
that Equivalent ſhould be. Shall it incapacitate 
all Papiſts for any Office either in Church or | 


your Choice of Members for 
'.* not be cheated vvith the Popular 


State ? That muſt not be, for fear of depriving 
the _ of the natural right he has to the ſervice 
of his Su | 

pl Eyuivalent for the repeal of the incapacitating 


WS. 
But you ſay there shall be a New Charter 


for the Church of England, the Proteſtant Religi- 
on and Liberty of Conſcience. Now $hall this be 
with a Penalty or without one ? If with a penalty, 
then you do not repeal, but only. exchange your 
Penal Laws ; and -1f Penal Laws are not ſuch 


bjects ; and then Tam ſure there can be 


Unchriſtian things, but they may be allowed, we - 


cannot have better for the ſecurity of our Religi- 


on than we have; and therefore vve had beſt. 


keep theſe. Is there any other fault in our Penal 
Laws, (eſpecially when they are not executed) 
but that they are too great a ſecurity to the Church 
of England, and the Proteſtant Tnte:eſt? And if 
this be a reaſon for Proteſtants at zh time to re- 
peal them, I have done. But if this ew Eſtab- 


Iishment be without a penalty, what is it good * 


for ? 


When theſe Penal Lavvs are removed, Papiſts 


are qualified to fit in both Houſes of Parliament : 
and vvho knows vvhether Cloſettins and. Re- 
and ſuch other Acts may 


ig 


Crence. | 
Theſe things I hope Sir, 'Y' 
arliament.; and 
; t cry of 'Liberty 
of Conſcience, into the -vileſt and moſt 
Slavery both of Soul and Body. 


4a SER," 


Tour very Cordial Friend, | 


I knovy there hath been- a great talk of a REP ET 
Equtvalent, bat I vvould gladly know vvhat Vw” Mentor, 


W's 


"> - 


will confiderin _ 


Veſpicable 
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